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Module V: Persia
	Government: Explain the political system that the Persians used to govern their empire. 

You should address these elements: 

1. Who were the leaders?

2. Were the leaders hereditary?

3. What was the structure of government?

	For centuries, Persians led one of the biggest empires ever seen in the world, extending from the west in Turkey to the east in Afghanistan to the South in Egypt. Around 1200 BC, Indo-Europeans, Persians, and Medes, from Central Asia relocated south to West Asia. The Persians moved from what is known as Iran today. Kingship in the empire was hereditary in the Achaemenid clan, the noble clan of the Persians for generations.

Starting in 550 BCE, Emperor Cyrus, the Great, the innovator, initiated a series of magnificent campaigns that allowed the Emperor to gain control of the Middle East and Anatolia. When Cyrus died, his son Cambyses became the king and added Egypt to the Empire. Darius, a distant cousin of Cambyses seized the Persian throne. He built the new city of Persepolis as the new capital. The next king, Xerxes, the son of Darius led a rebellion in Egypt and attacked Greece once again, but he was defeated too. He is renowned for the huge expeditions he set up against Greece which assembled the biggest and most equipped fighting forces. Artaxerxes I, son of King Xerxes was the fifth king of the Dynasty. Certain historians trace the end of the Persian Empire started in his reign.


Though, these expansions led to conflicts with Greece’s city-states who on two occasions turned back a Persian invasion. The Persian empire was administrated by a vivacious and well-managed government structure that linked together one of the most dominant armies of its era. Even though the empire was founded on the Assyrian model, its administrative scheme was by far effective and humane. 

At the top of the Persian Empire was 'Shahenshah' (King of Kings), which is decoded into English as 'emperor.' The emperor had all power in the empire but, in practice, in times of instability, powerful nobles and court officials would challenge the emperors. Under the Cyrus rule, the Persians structured the empire into a sequence of satrapies (government provinces) which was ruled by a governor, satrap, the general and secretary. The satrap got assistance and guidance from the two officials, and he was the chief administrator of the satrapies who ruled in the emperor’s name and was a royal vassal. The general supervised the military, consolidating the satrapies’ defense and raising the troops. The secretary preserved official documentation and governmental notes. 
Darius restructured the empires tax system, necessitating diverse amounts of tax for each province depending on the wealth and its produce. Also, he issued the law code that was applied to all inhabitants of the empire and erected the new capital, Persepolis, to administer the Persian empire. Though satraps were allowed the freedom for managing the provinces, Darius executed checks in the form of inspectors who traveled to the provinces and reported back, as the Emperor's eyes and ears. 


	Economy: Explain the structure of the Persian economy. 
You should address these elements: 

1. What did they grow and produce? 

2. Did they have trading systems? 

3. Who were the major trading partners? Did they use currency? 

	The economic footing of Persian empire was agriculture and the cereal staple produces were wheat and barley, but peas, onions, dates, lentils, mustard, garlic, cucumbers, apples, apricots, and pears were cultivated too. The common beverages include wine and beer. An enormous agricultural surplus was reaped in most cases, most of which was directed to cities for delivery to the populace and government employees, though a considerable amount was used by the Emperors in their lavish banquets. The empire obtained a majority of its wealth due to its prolific crops. The government plans worked toward growing agricultural production throughout the empire. 

Trade was an enormously important element of the Persian economy. Through trading with the other regions, the Empire accumulated vast volumes of imperial wealth. The major trading partners include Babylon, Sardis, Ecbatana, Raghae, Persepolis, and Samarkand. Under the reign of King Darius, the Empire had the first disseminated monetary coin system by use of gold and silver. Darius also instituted other economic innovations and trade systems: structured taxation; standard weight and measures; improved transport routes, comprising the 1600 miles Royal Road between Susa and Sardis and early Suez Canal; trading ships; banking system; and international trade.

There was a widespread road scheme of the trade routes, and roads were conserved by the state to boost trade. As well as trading over the land, traders of the Empire paid greater attention to the seaborne trade opportunities. In the quest for natural resources and newer markets, the state invested in many sea excursions. Darius formed a canal that linked the Nile River to the Red sea for connecting trade roads in the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf and Egypt. Precious jewels, gemstones, and spices were transported to the empire through the Silk Route.

	Social: Explain the structure of the society. 

You should address these elements: 

1. Were there social classes? 
2. What were the social classes and where there any conflicts or civil war? 
3. What were their religious beliefs and what role did religion play in their society?

	The Persian Empire was erudite and multifarious, but two main forces that had a profound impact on daily life throughout the empire were social structure and religion. One factor defined the place of individuals in the empire while the other factor defined the people’s place within the cosmos.

The Persian Religion

The humaneness of the empire’s rulers might have stemmed from an ethical religion that was instituted by Prophet Zoroaster, who resided in the 6th century B.C. The Prophet wanted to replace "the lie" – ritualistic and idol-worshipper cults and Magi priests - with the religion that focused on the only god, The Wise Lord (Ahura-Mazda). The "father of Justice" dictated "good thoughts, good deeds, and good words from those who sought paradise. The novel religion made minimal progress till the first Darius and the Magi adopted the religion. The Magi invigorated old gods as reduced deities, included many rituals, and substituted monotheism using dualism by altering what Zoroaster had christened the belief or evil spirit into a potent god, Ahriman, Ahura-Mazda rival. The progress of Zoroastrianism is depicted in its holy writ, The Law, assembled in its current form between the 4th -6th centuries A.D. The Zoroastrian eschatology like the resurrection of the dead and final judgment had an influence on Judaism. Later in the 7th century A.D, subsequent to the Muslim invasion of Persia, Zoroastrianism became extinct in its native country. Today, it exists amongst the Parsees who live in India.

The Persian Social Structure

Religion was important to the Persians, and it subjugated their time and devotion. But, it was not the only inspiration in their daily lives. The Persian cities had inflexible social structures that systematized the Persians into numerous classes. Social classes can be defined as grouping individuals that were subdivided by the society based of any mean such as wealth, color, power, birthplace, race or any other mean. The social structure was stringent, with the King and the royal family at the top of the social class, followed by the priests, aristocracy, military, merchants, craftsmen, peasants, and lastly slaves.

The Persian Wars are used to denote to the conflicts amid Persia and Greece in the 5th century which entailed two invasions by Persia during 490 BC and 480 BC.  Some of the most renowned and important battles in history were battled during the Persian Wars, like Salamis, Plataea, Marathon, and Thermopylae, all of which would later become mythological. Ultimately, The Greeks were victorious and the civilization was preserved. If the Greeks would have been conquered, then the western world might not have inherited the Greek long-lasting cultural influences such as democracy, conventional architecture, sculptures, theatres, and even the Olympic Games.



	Empire: Explain the extent of the Persian Empire. 

You should address these elements: 

1. How big was their empire? 
2. What regions or nations did they take over? 
3. How was the empire managed? 

4. Why was the Royal Road so important to the Persian Empire? 

5. How did they treat the people they conquered, and why was this important to the management of their empire? 
6. Were there any people that resisted the Persians or rebelled within their empire?

	For centuries, Persians led one of the biggest empires ever seen in the world, extending from the west in Turkey to the east in Afghanistan to the South in Egypt.

The Empire was the most influential kingdom in the prehistoric world. Though it was only in power for slightly over 200 years, the Persians at its height, under the reign of Darius conquered lands that enclosed more than 2.9 million square miles in three continents namely, Asia, Europe, and Africa. The regions that were taken over extended eastwards into India and extended westwards to Greece. It is assessed that about 480 B.C. the empire had over 50 million persons under its control, approximately 44 percent of the world populace at that time; hence it is the most significant power ever by percentage of the population.

The Persian kings, particularly Cyrus and Darius developed a strong model for the management of a vast empire that was emulated by other rulers in the future. The laws were enforced fairly and consistently amongst all of the subjects. The Persian Empire was divided into 20 provinces managed by a governor, general and secretary. Furthermore, they delivered land to the feudal lords as an exchange for the loyalty and assurances of soldiers in the Persian army. 

Cyrus, the Great built the foundation of the courier system while Darius built the communication system that linked most of the Persian empire. He built the 1,600-miles-long Royal Road from Sardis to Susa, an administrative capital. Along the Royal Road, were frequent places for accommodation so that the royal couriers can get fresh horses and other supplies. The highway was built to expedite faster communication and gathering intelligence throughout the Empire.

Cyrus focused on increasing the Persian empire and leaving behind a strong legacy. He disagreed the tactic of the ruling by force and terrorization as he believed in bonding the conquered populates with the Persians and treating the people that he had conquered as contemporaries to those in his service. Cyrus also believed in displaying honor and respect to leaders he had conquered and kept persons who held power in similar positions of authority before they were conquered. The Persians had a policy of valuing the religion and cultures of the conquered populates and integrated the people into the Persian empire as near contemporaries. The local administrations that had been present prior to the conquest were maintained to manage the provinces efficiently.

About 550 BC, Cyrus conquered the Ionia territory (west coast Turkey). The people in Ionia were dissatisfied with the new, tyrannical rulers. The Persian rulers were aware of populace’s feelings but did nothing to assuage the hostilities. In 499 BC, Aristagoras, the leader of Melitus, an Ionian city, yearned to gain control over Naxos City and tried to gain assistance from the other cities but failed. For fear of punishment from Darius for breaching the agreement, he then incited a rebellion by encouraging the Ionians to eliminate their Persian leaders. He also continued the fight against Persia by encouraging more revolts in Western Asia, Cyprus, and Thrace, but then again, the Persians overpowered the Cyprian army and continued to repossess cities. Seeing that his rebellion had collapsed, Aristagoras escaped to Mycrinus. The rebellion had some lasting effects such as the end of the Ionian enlightenment. Darius' fury for Athens bred, due to the aid they had offered to the Ionians. This gave Darius the motivation to attack Greece. The Ionian rebellion had evidently revealed that the Persian empire was actually unstable and susceptible to inner conflicts.


	Legacy: Why is the Persian Empire important to history? Provide three reasons. 

	The Persians did not construct the first historical empire, but they formed one of the first empires and the largest. Hence, they are important in history as they were the first individuals to merge three locations of initial urban civilization namely the Nile Valley, Mesopotamia, and the Indus Valley under one government.
Using the Roal Road they opened consistent communication between the three continents Europe, Africa, and Asia and advanced most of the administration techniques used in governing the later empires such as the Roman Empire. 
The Persians also improved trade in the nations that they controlled by using economic innovations and trade systems: structured taxation; standard weight and measures; improved transport routes; trading ships; banking system; and international trade.


	General Notes: Here you can include any other information you found to be interesting about the Persian Empire.  You can also include any questions you have so I may address them for you. 

	Under whose rule did the Persian Empire collapse? 



